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Public Water Access Improvement (WAI) Initiative
The Manotick Culture, Parks and Recreation Association (MCPRA) was formed in 2010 and incorporated as a non-profit community association in 2018. Since our inception, we have been dedicated to improving parks & recreation in the Manotick area within Wards 20 and 21 through capital recreation projects & park improvements. 

Please visit our website at www.mcpra.org to see our current/past projects along with our ongoing maintenance / improvements activities.
Based on the work of our WAI volunteers and City staff over the past 10 months, we are getting closer to procurement / construction at several of the Manotick WAI sites. We have summarized our understanding of the site amenities scheduled to be installed this Fall that will be paid for using Ward 21 CIL monies or other City grant revenue sources:

1) Kelly Marie ROW
Once the detailed design is completed / approved and the ROW / Parks agreement for ongoing maintenance is signed, a pair of lock poles will be installed for paddle sport users to tie up their bikes / carriers on the right side of the site looking from the road. The P-Gate will be installed once Park Operations take responsibility for ongoing site maintenance from ROW. The decision for a park bench or Adirondack chairs will be determined once there is more than one supplier. We would also like to consider ribbed rocks at the water entrance as the current water access point is eroding and the current drainage pipe on the right side of that entrance is fully exposed now.

2) Mahogany Landing
Although there is a bike rack on site, it is currently under some bushes and unused. So it would probably be better to relocate it to another park location where there is more space. 
Again, once the detailed design for this site is completed / approved and the ROW / Parks agreement for ongoing maintenance is signed, a pair of lock poles will be installed for paddle sport users to tie up their bikes / carriers near the road barriers to the right of the site entrance. We are also looking at adding another dock ladder with the help of Parks Operations since we have already received monies from a local resident to pay for a slanted ladder with 5 steps. The remainder of the improvements to this site will be done through a competitive process to build a new AODA-compliant water entrance beyond the trees to the far right of the existing stairway. Paddle sport users are already launching their equipment at this location to avoid the dock stairs altogether. 

3) Orchard Hollow Park
The City of Ottawa is already working on the replacement of the two old benches that have reached end-of-life. Ward Councilor Brown's office has released CIL monies to cover the addition of a bike rack on a cement base near the water's edge and a P-Gate at the site entrance as proposed in the WAI Concept Plan. The cement base for the bike rack has already been completed. At this time, we do not have an update on the planned Antochi subdivision adjacent to this park that will lead to new park pathways and another P-Gate at the park's subdivision entrance. We will also need to discuss the water entrance area with RVCA as it is slowly changing with the water erosion. With the addition of ribbed rocks and a ramp, this could become a safe river entry point again.

4) Barney McCarney Landing
All proposed improvements (i.e. P-Gate, park bench on cement base) are completed except for a new bike rack / lock pole near the water entrance to assist active transportation enthusiasts who are gaining access to the water. 

5) Anne Robinson Park
It was agreed that the City of Ottawa would install a new cement base for a bike rack near the existing memorial bench opposite the pathway to the existing removable dock. Rather than install a bike rack similar to those we have seen in other areas for the village, we agreed on a rounded pole solution that would be attached to the cement slab. All other site improvements are contingent on the EASE grant application submitted to the province of Ontario for addition of a walk platform with ramp opposite Cindy Hill Drive linking to the existing stone dust pathway in the park. This will allow those who have water equipment to access the park from a much closer parking area (i.e. Cindy Hill or Church parking lot) and transport their water equipment to the existing dock area. Upgrading of the existing dock to a permanent dock will be dependent on monies left in the WAI budget next year.

6) Library Boat Launch
We are still negotiating the Major Capital Project (MCP) application with the City since the grant money is tied to the 2027 budget year and therefore nothing can be signed until the Grant request for matching monies is approved by City Council as part of budget deliberations this Fall. The big discussion item at this time is the need identified by P& R management for a contingency cost of 30% to be included in the cost estimates. for the grant submission. I am looking at potential savings to offset this request through the use of CIL monies to cover the new bike rack / lock pole(s) and the new park bench or Adirondack plastic chairs. I will get this costing identified in the next 3-4 weeks.

7) George McLean Park
For this year, we are simply getting a detailed design prepared this Fall for the proposed improvements (funded through CIL monies) to develop a back channel water access site with the hopes that we will have sufficient WAI funds to undertake the construction in 2027. 

8) White Horse Park
Since this park in the Old Mill Way neighbourhood is in Ward 20 (Osgoode), we have given the project to the Ward 20 staff to improve the water access area for paddle sport users. We are currently communicating about project updates on a monthly basis.

9) New 'No Parking' Signage
Parks Planning will be setting up another walkaround with stakeholders (i.e. Roads, ROW, etc.) in the next 4-5 weeks to review the requested signage updates to improve user safety at the following WAI sites (Kelly Marie, Orchard Hollow Park, Mahogany Landing, Library Boat Launch, Barney McCarney Landing, Anne Robinson Park).

We are slowly moving forward even with the pending election in November. We hope to be able to undertake some procurement / construction this Fall before the season is over. The City’s Fall election has enforced a deadline of August 20th for CIL request approvals but the Ward Councilor and his staff have already requested some standard improvements at a few of the smaller WAI sites detailed above. The ROW sites (Kelly Marie, Mahogany Landing) will require agreements between ROW / P&R before CIL monies can be used at either of those locations.
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